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INTRODUCTION

Futures and options contracts on stock indices have received warm re-
ceptions since their relatively late debut in the financial markets. There
are two reasons for the success of these instruments. First, they are ver-
satile asset management tools for institutional investors for repositioning
the level of market exposures. Second, they open up new profit oppor-
tunities for professional speculators and arbitrageurs. If these market par-
ticipants do a good job in monitoring the pricing behavior of the options
and futures markets, then persistent mispricing should not occur. Sub-
stantial arbitrage opportunities between the two markets should not he
expected.
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Although there are a number of studies that treat possibilities of
arbitrage opportunities or pricing efficiency of options and futures mar-
kets separately [e.g., Klemkosky and Resnick (1980), Mackinlay and Ra-
maswamy (1988), Yadav and Pope (1990), and Ho, Fang, and Woo
(1992)], only limited research has been conducted on the joint pricing
efficiency or arbitrage opportunities between index futures and index op-
tions on the same underlying stock index. Lee and Nayar (1993) is the
first major study to examine arbitrage opportunities on the S&P500 index
options and futures markets. Fung and Chan (1994) provided a small
sample study on the S&P500 index options and futures. The results of
Lee and Nayar and Fung and Chan suggest that both the index options
and futures markets are jointly efficient. To date, the empirical evidence
in this area is primarily in the U.S. markets; few studies are on markets
outside the U.S.

The objective of this article is to examine the joint pricing efficiency
of the Hong Kong Hang Seng Index Options (HSIOs) and the Hang Seng
Index Futures (HSIFs) by both ex post and ex ante tests. Unlike the U.S.
counterparts, HSIOs and HSIFs are Asian-type derivatives. Specifically,
the exercise values of HSIOs and HSIFs are path dependent and are
functions of the average value of the Heng Seng Index (HSI) taken at 5-
minute intervals during the last trading day. Hence, the findings from a
relatively young and different (from the U.S.) Hong Kong index options
and futures markets will provide evidence on the behavior and possible
arbitrage opportunities of index options and futures markets outside the
U.S. The next section reviews the literature. The following two sections
describe the options/futures arbitrage relationship and report the results.
The last section concludes the article.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Lee and Nayar (1993), using 8-month data from November, 1989 and
June, 1991, provided a transaction data test between S&P500 index op-
tions and index futures. They found that, after considering trading costs,
only 9.5% of the sample received an ex post profit of 0.463 index points.
However, the mispricing was corrected quickly so that no ex ante arbitrage
profits could be made between the two markets. Fung and Chan (1994)
further proved that the put-call-futures parity is immune to the distor-
tional effects of stock distributions; and they applied the parity condition
to study the S&P500 index options and index futures markets and also
found no arbitrage opportunities.
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Chiang, Ho, and Wong (1993) tested for arbitrage opportunities be-
tween the Hang Seng Index options and futures by using 68 daily obser-
vations at 3:30 P.M. and 3:45 P.M. from March to June of 1993. They
observed a small profit of 2.937 (3:30 P.M.) and 1.833 (3:45 P.M.) points
and concluded that the Hong Kong markets are quite efficient. However,
their test only included a small number of observations and the conclu-
sions are based on ex post tests only.

In short, only a few research studies have examined the joint market
efficiency of index options and futures contracts. This article will provide
additional evidence for this issue by testing the Hong Kong index options
and futures markets.

PUT-CALI^FUTURES PARITY IN HONG KONG

The index futures price is related to its underlying cash index value via a
cost-of-carry relationship [e.g., Cornell and French (1983)], and index
call and put options prices are also tied to their underlying index accord-
ing to a put-call parity relationship [Stoll (1969)]. Violations ofthe above
relationships present opportunities to professional arbitrageurs, who
stand ready to profit by simultaneously executing trades in both the cash
and the options or futures markets. However, arbitrage trades involving
transacting in the cash market present several difficulties to arbitrageurs.
These include

1. There can be technical difficulty in simultaneously buying or selling
(or shorting) the index portfolio at a set of specified prices. This prob-
lem can be worsened by the illiquidities of some securities in the index.

2. High trading costs in the cash market may render potentially profitable
arbitrage trades unprofitable.

3. Short selling of stocks, in general, is subject to many institutional
restrictions.

4. Stock distribution, such as dividends, from the index portfolio may
affect the actual performance of the arbitrage trade.

Moreover, arbitraging between cash and index futures markets or
between cash and index options markets entails an additional risk to the
arbitrageur due to the peculiar delivery terms of Asian derivatives. Spe-
cifically, the exercise values of average price options or average price fu-
tures are path dependent and are functions of the average value of a
particular variable [see Bouaziz, Briys, and Crouhy (1994) and Curran
(1994)]. For the case of Hong Kong, the value of the asset for the settle-
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TABLE I

A Conceptual Illustration of the Put-Call-Futures Parity Condition

Panel (A): Short Hedge Arbitrage
Cash Flmvs at Expiration (at

in

Transactions Undertaken Cash Flows Today (at t) S-j- > X- Sj < X-

Short a futures contract at F, 0 F - Sr F - Sr
Borrow F,e'" -''> + Fi&" -''> -F -F
Long call - C, Sr - X, 0 '
Short put +P. 0 - ( X , - Sr)

Lend;
- P,

Panel (B): Long Hedge Arbitrage

Transactions Undertaken Cash Flows Today (at t)

Cash Flows at Expiration (at
T)

<

Long a futures contract at F, 0
Lend Fiff"-^' -Fp
Short call + C,.
Long put - P̂.

Borrow ^e ' " - ^> '_

-(Sr-X) 0
0 Xi - Sr
— X — X

0 0

Note: Ignore margin deposits and different rates of lending and borrowing.

ment of the HSIFs and the HSIOs is hased on the average of the quo-
tations of the HSI taken at 5-minute intervals during the last trading day.
Such delivery terms may drive a wedge hetween the value of the cash
index itself and the stipulated settlement value of the index on the expi-
ration day of the contract when the arhitrage portfolio has to he unwound.

Along the cost-of-carry and put-call parity relationships. Tucker
(1991, pp. 3 51-3 53) proved the general put-call-futures parity condition
by substituting the cash index position with a futures position into the
put-call parity. Tahle I is a payoff tahle constructed to illustrate the fol-
lowing put—call—futures parity condition:

= q - P. + (1)

where

Fj — stock index futures price of transaction j

j = index call option price with any exercise price



Price Efficiency 801

TABLE II

Contracts Specifications of HSIFs and HSIOs

Underlying index
Contract multiplier
Quotation
Minimum fluctuation
Exercise styie

Maximum fluctuation

Trading hours

Deiivery months

Last trading day/expiration
day

Settiement day

Finai settlement price

Settiement method

Hang Seng Index Futures
(HSIFs)

Hang Seng Index (HSI)
HK$50 per index point
Whole index points
One index point (HK$50)
Irrelevant

300 points per trading session above or
below the last ciosing. No limit on the spot
month

Two trading sessions 10-12:30 and 14:30-
16:00 (olosing at 15:45 before 1 Juiy 1994)

Spot month, the next oaiendar month, and
the next two caiendar quarter months

The business day preceding the last
business day of the month

The first business day after the iast trading
day

An average of quotations for the HSI taken at
5-minute intervals during the last trading
day

Cash

Hang Seng Index Options
(HSIOs) Calls and Puts

Same
Same
Same
Same
European styie options.

exercisabie only on
expiration day

N.A.

Same

Same

Same

Same

Same

Same

Pj = index put option price with the same exercise price as the index call
option

Xj = the common exercise price of the call and put options
T = the common expiration day of index futures, index call, and index

put options
r = continuously compounded risk-free rate of return from day t to T

To illustrate the put—call—futures arhitrage opportunities hetween
HSIO and HSIF markets, the following actual Hong Kong newspaper
quotes from Novemher 9, 1995 are used:

1. TheNovemher HSI futures was trading at 9420 on Novemher 9, 1995.

2. The Novemher 9800 call was trading at 51 index points.

3. The Novemher 9800 put was trading at 430 index points.

Both HSI futures and options contracts have a multiplier of HK$50 per
contract. The two contracts expire at the same time on the same date;
the same method is used to calculate the settlement values. Tahle II lists
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the contract specifications of the two instruments. Most of the trading
features are the same for hoth contracts. The commonly used risk-free
rate hy the traders is the 1-month Eurodollar rate, which was 5.7188%
on that day. The time to expiration was 20 days. The left-hand side of eq.
(1) is equal to 9390.52 points, which is slightly larger than the right-hand
side (9390.34). The profit is 0.18 index point hefore transaction cost.
Thus, the arhitrageur should short the index futures at 9420 points; short
the put at 9800 points; and long the call at the same exercise price to
lock in a riskless profit of 0.18 index point (or HK$9). However, after
adjusting for transaction costs (to he descrihed later), this trade turns out
to he fruitless.

The put-call-futures relationship allows traders to arhitrage with the
index futures and index options directly without taking any position in
the cash index. This largely alleviates traders of the previously mentioned
prohlems associated with transacting in the cash leg ofthe arhitrage trade.
Furthermore, Fung and Chan (1994) also showed that stock distrihutions
from the index portfolio will not affect the parity relationship. Moreover,
the underlying asset (i.e., the average quotations taken at 5-minute in-
tervals on the last trading day) is identical for the settlements of the
HSIFs and the HSIOs; the risk associated with the mismatching hetween
the settlement value and the cash index can he avoided.

To study the market efficiency of HSIFs and HSIOs in a practical
sense, the equilihrium relationship in eq. (1) has to he extended to in-
corporate transaction and capital costs associated with any potential ar-
hitrage trades. Lee and Nayer incorporated transaction costs to derive
their pricing hounds. Similar to Lee and Nayer:

Pmin <F,< F^^ (2)

where

Pmin e"-'^'-^ ^Cf -PJ -i-Xj e'-'^(*-^ - r (3)

and

Fms. e'"«(*-̂  = q = P^ -^Xj e'-'-^'-'^ + r (4)

^min and F^^ are, respectively, the lower and upper hounds for the
futures price. Superscripts a and h stand for the ask and hid prices of the
securities. Continuously compounded risk-free lending and horrowing
rates are represented hy, respectively, r̂  and rg. F is the total transaction
and capital costs. Because only spot month data are used and the time
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to expiration is very short, the difference in discrete and continuous com-
pounding is minimal.

According to eq. (3), if the ask futures price (i.e., F") is helow Fn,in,
then an arhitrageur may long the futures at F", and at the same time,
short a call at C^, long a put at P" lend (horrow) the present value of F
- X (X - F) at r£_ (rg) if F is greater (less) than X, and incur a total
trading cost of T, to lock in a riskless profit.

On the other hand, according to eq. (4), if the hid futures price (F'')
exceeds Fn,ax» then the arhitrageur may lock in a riskless profit hy shorting
the futures at F^ and simultaneously long a call at C", short a put at P^,
horrow (lend) the present value of F - X (X - F) at rg (r^) if F is greater
(less) than X, and incur a total cost of T. If the futures and options mar-
kets are jointly efficient, then futures prices should satisfy the ahove
houndary conditions.

DATA AND METHODOLOGY

Ex Post Tests

The Hong Kong Futures Exchange was estahlished on Decemher 17,
1976. The Hang Seng Index Futures (HSIFs) contracts hegan trading on
May 6, 1986. The Hang Seng Index Options (HSIOs) contracts were first
initiated on March 5, 1993. During August, 1995, the average daily vol-
ume (contracts) for HSIFs and HSIOs reached 16,544 and 2,530, re-
spectively Transaction data of the HSIFs and HSIOs are ohtained from
the Hong Kong Futures Exchange. These data do not contain hid or ask
prices. In theory [as suggested in eqs. (3) and (4)] hid and ask prices will
he needed to estimate the full impact of transaction and capital costs.
However, this is not a prohlem for the present analysis, even though ac-
tual transaction prices are used. In this study, the focus is to investigate
market efficiency, not the precise level of arhitrage profits. Thus, the cal-
culation of Fn,ax and F^in are not critical to the analysis. T is estimated
to provide a range for total transaction and capital costs to evaluate if the
arhitrage profit is ahove or helow the total costs. The sample period is
from April, 1993 to Novemher, 1994. The following procedures are used
to create and match the data set:

1. The first trading month, March, 1993, is excluded to avoid possihle
mispricing hehavior due to unseasoned trading activities in the new
index options market.

2. Only spot month contracts are used hecause they are the most active
ones.
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3. Spot month contracts in April, May, Octoher, and Novemher of 1993
and 1994 are used so that two months of data in hoth the first half
and second half of the years are included.

4. Calls and puts of the same exercise price traded within 1 minute are
matched.

5. The call and put are further matched with the futures transaction that
occurs nearest (must he within a 1-minute interval) to the earlier trade
from the matched call and put. Hence, the maximum time difference
allowed for matching all three contracts is 1 minute.

The sample contains 8 full months of transaction data from 1993 to
1994. One-month Eurodollar daily rates are used as the lending and the
horrowing rates. The Eurodollar rate was hetween 3% and 6% during this
period. For the spot month transactions, there were 42,917 contracts for
HSIFs, 3,794 for HSI call and 3,690 for HSI put in April, 1993. By
Decemher of 1994, there were 17,659 HSIFs, 19,989 HSI calls and
19,757 HSI puts. By using the 1-minute matching criterion, 317 three-
way transactions are identified in 1993 and 536 trades are matched for
1994. Thus, a total of 853 matched trades during an 8-month period from
1993 and 1994 are used in the ex post analysis.

Tahle III descrihes the details of trading fees and minimum com-
missions suggested hy the Exchange. The commissions for hoth futures
and options are ahout HK$200 per contract.' Thus, the commissions for
all three (put, call, and futures) contracts would cost HK$600. The total
trading fees for all three contracts are estimated to he ahout HK$59.5
(HK$14.5 trading fees and HK$10 settlement fees for one futures con-
tract, HK$25 trading fees for one call and one put and $10 for exercising
one option contract^). The total trading cost is ahout HK$659.5 or 13.2
index points (HK$50 = 1 point). Margin requirement on futures and
short positions of options is HK$ 50,000 per contract. Assuming a 6%
annual interest rate on short-term loans (i.e., opportunity cost of capital)
for institutional traders and 12% for individual investors, the cost of cap-
ital for 1 month is ahout 0.5%-l% of HK$ 100,000 (assuming a maximum
of two long positions in the arhitrage transaction) or HK$500-HK$ 1,000
(10 to 20 points). Overall, it is possihle to take up ahout 23.2 to 33.2

Two major brokerage firms confirmed that their commissions for one futures or option contract is
HK$200 and HK$204, respectively. The fee is for round-trip and the cost is the same even when the
client trades one way only.
^Tahle II shows that the trading fees varied several times during the sample period. As the fees are
relatively trivial, for simplicity, the mean value of the fees is used in this study. For HISFs, the fee
range is HK$12 to HK$17 and the mean is HK$14.5. For HSIOs, the fee range is HK$10 to HK$15
and the mean is HK$12.5.
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index points as total costs in a given arbitrage trade. Subsequently, any
mispricing of less than 33.2 points in tbe transaction data may not rep-
resent a real arbitrage profit to an investor.

To test eq. (1), a regression model is run witb Fje*"'*"̂  as tbe depen-
dent variable; tbe parity value, tbat is, (Cj - Pj -\- X,e''̂ *~^), as an inde-
pendent variable; and fij as tbe random error term. Tbe model is as follows:

F.ê (*-) = a + piCj - Pj-^Xj ê **"̂ ) + Sj.

If tbe market is practically efficient, tbe mispricing (or a) must be less
tban tbe average cost. In a bigbly efficient market, tbe value of a may not
be statistically different from zero. Tbus, tbe null bypotbesis (i.e., effi-
cient markets) is tbat a = 0 andP = \. Tbis is because tbe actual mis-
pricing per trade will fiuctuate about a band, sometimes positive, some-
times negative on tbe rigbt-band side of tbe equation. Consequently, if
tbe magnitude and number of positive and negative mispricings are simi-
lar, tbe regression coefficient, a, or tbe average mispricing, will be equal
to zero.

Ex Ante Tests

Given tbat violations of tbe no-arbitrage bounds do occur, it is more re-
alistic to conduct an ex ante arbitrage test. It would be interesting to see
if traders may bave profited from sucb ex ante arbitrage trades. In addi-
tion, ex post tests assume spontaneous trading of index futures and op-
tions at tbe prevailing observed prices. In reality, traders are not sure if
tbeir buying or selling orders are executed according to tbe observed index
futures and options prices. On tbe contrary, ex ante tests allow tbe exe-
cution of tbe orders witb a time lag after a violation of no-arbitrage
bounds occurs.

An ex ante trading simulation is conducted tbat is similar to tbe
simulations of Lee and Nayar. Tbere is a trade execution time lag after a
violation of no-arbitrage bounds is identified. Tbe time interval subse-
quent to tbe mispricing (duration) is set in minutes as duration < 5, 5
< duration < 10, 10 < duration < 15, 15 < duration < 30, and 30 >
duration. To allow a comparison to tbe ex post tests, two levels of trans-
action and capital costs of 33.2 and 23.2 index points are assumed to be
tbe triggers for going long or sbort. In tbe 33.2 index point level, it is
assumed tbat traders pay tbe transaction cost plus tbe 12% interest rate
for tbe money borrowed to satisfy tbe margin requirement. For tbe 23.2
index points, traders are assumed to be institutional investors. Tbese in-
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stitutional investors pay only 6% interest rate plus tbe transaction cost,
wbicb amounts to 23.2 index points as tbe total trading costs. Specifically,
tbe ex ante tests are conducted as follows:

1. Mispricings of eacb transaction are identified;

2. If tbe mispricing exceeds tbe minimum required transaction and cap-
ital costs (e.g., 23.2 index points and 33.2 points), a sbort or long
bedge execution order follows;

3. After tbe sbort or long bedge signals appears, tbe next available trade
witbin tbe specified time duration containing tbe same exercise price
and same maturity date is executed;

4. Tbe trading profit or loss is recorded.

RESULTS

Ex Post Tests

Table IV reports tbe descriptive statistics for tbe arbitrage profits in index
points by montb. Altbougb tbe number of matcbed trades for 1994 is
mucb larger tban tbat of 1993, tbe average arbitrage profit before trans-
action and capital costs are similar (14.2 points for 1993 and 15.81 points
for 1994).^ Tbe montb-by-montb profits are also similar for tbe 2 years,
ranging from 10.31 points (April 1993) to 24.25 points (May 1994). In
fact, tbe otber descriptive statistics, including standard deviation and
minimum and maximum values, of tbe two sample years exbibit very simi-
lar cbaracteristics. Tbe overall sample profit is 15.21 points. None of
tbese average profit figures exceed our estimated maximum costs of 33.2
points. Our minimum cost is 23.2 points; only tbe average profit from
April 1994 sligbtly exceeds it. Tbese results suggest tbat, on average, no
arbitrage profits can be earned after transaction and capital costs are
considered.

Out of tbe 853 trades in tbe sample, 693 (81.24%) transactions sbow
a profit less tban 23.2 index points (tbe estimated minimum transaction
cost). In addition, 87 (10.2%) of tbem earn a profit more tban tbe lower
bound (23.2 points) but less tban tbe upper bound (33.2 points). Finally

'Although mean figures are used in discussing the results, the median values are computed as well.
The median profit for the sample is 10.1152 points, 10.0171 points for 1993and 10.1689 points for
1994. In fact, all median profits (including those in Tahle V) are smaller than their corresponding
mean values. These results suggest that the profit distrihutions are skewed, leading to the conclusion
that the ex post arhitrage profits are even smaller and the markets are more efficient if median figures
are used.
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there are only 73 (8.56%) trades that experience an ex post profit higher
than 33.2 points (mean profit = 60.63 points). These findings indicate
that, for higher-cost traders, 91.44% of all the transactions in the sample
do not earn enough profit to justify trading after transaction and capital
costs are considered. For more cost-efficient traders (e.g., hrokers), 160
(18.76%) transactions provide an arhitrage opportunity. But judging from
the size and frequency of the profits, few trades would provide an incen-
tive for the traders to focus on such arbitrage trading.

Tahle V divides the arhitrage profits hy a short hedge strategy (short
futures, long call, and short put) and a long hedge strategy (long futures,
short call, and long put). The short hedge strategy is used when mispric-
ing (a) is positive, and the long hedge strategy is used when mispricing
(a) is negative. The average profits seem to he a little (4.6 points) higher
with the long hedge than with the short hedge strategy. Again, the overall
average arhitrage profits in Tahle V do not exceed the estimated total
trading cost, indicating that the markets are practically efficient.

The level of arbitrage profits classified by the lower hound and the
upper hound of the estimated cost are examined further. For the long
hedge strategy, 42 (10.74%) trades earn a profit exceeding 33.2 points
(mean profit = 70.72 points), whereas only 31 (6.71%) trades show a
profit higher than 33.2 points (mean profit = 46.97 points) under the
short hedge strategy. This result suggests that a long hedge strategy pro-
vides a slightly better arbitrage opportunity.

Table VI describes the regression results hy year and hy strategy. All
five regressions (overall, 1993, 1994, short hedge, and long hedge) show
a P coefficient very close to 1 and a a close to 0. Additional t tests indicate
that all the as are not statistically different from 0 and )9s are not statis-
tically different from 1. The F tests for the null hypothesis of a = 0 and
fi - 1 are not statistically significant either. All models have high adjusted
R^ (0.9885 - 0.9997). These findings strongly support that the two sides
of the eq. (1) are statistically the same during the sample period. In short,
it can be concluded that the put-call-futures parity condition holds fairly
well and the HSIF and HSIO markets are practically efficient in an ex
post sense.

Ex Ante Tests

The results of ex ante tests for traders who use 23.2 index points as the
trading signal are in Tahle VII, Panels A and B. For the short hedge strat-
egy in Panel A, there are 44 cases of mispricing. In the overall sample,
the mean profit is 18.36 index points and the median profit is 14.21 index
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TABLE V

Descriptive Statistics for Arbitrage Profits (Points) by Strategy

Panel A: Short Hedge Strategy (Short Futures, Long Call and Short Put)

No. of observations
Profits in points

profit < 23.2 points
23 2 Goint < Drofit •<

33.2 points
profit > 33.2 points

Profit summary statistics:
Median
Mean
f vaiue
S.D.
Max
Min

Overall
N (%) [Mean]

462

385 (83.33%) [8.7234]

46 (9.96%) [26.9276]
31 (6.71%) [46.9677]

9.9854
13.1022
21.8295"
12.9010
114.8780
0

1993
N (%) [Mean]

174

145 (83.33%) [7.7417]

19 (10.92%) [26.7350]
10 (5.75%) [52.9156]

9.5259
12.4119
12.1334"
13.4937
84.7373
0

Panel B: Long iHedge Strategy (Long Futures, Short Caii and Long Put)

No. of observations
Profits in point:

profit < 23.2 points
23 2 Doint •= nrofit <i-^\mj . ^ _ m%J\.Jl I I L '^— 1 , . ^ 1 \ J l 1 K " "

33.2 points
profit > 33.2 points

Profit summary statistics
Median
Mean
f vaiue
S.D.
Max
Min

Overall
N (%) [Mean]

391

308 (78.77%) [9.1490]

41 (10.49%) [27.6179]
42 (10.74%) [70.7198]

10.3120
17.6994
9.2888"
37.6778
652.993
0.0029

1993
N (%) [Mean]

143

112 (78.32%) [8.5714]

18 (12.59%) [26.6037]
13 (9.09%) [69.3830]

10.2002
16.3695
7.8005"
25.0947
226.524
0.0156

1994
N (%) [Mean]

288

240 (83.33%) [9.3861]

27 (9.38%) [27.0631]
21 (7.29%) [44.1353]

10.2066
13.5192
18.3034"
12.5347
114.8779
0

1994
N (%) [Mean]

248

196 (79.03%) [9.4790]

23 (9.28%) [28.4117]
29 (11.69%) [71.3191]

10.4219
18.4662
6.7108"
43.3341
652.993
0.0029

Notes: f values are for the null hypothesis that the mean profit (in points) is equal to zero. The numbers in parentheses
are the percentage of observations that fall into the various profit ranges. The numbers in square brackets are the mean
values of the profits in points.
••Significantly different from zero at the 1 % level.

points which, again, is less than the trading cost of 23.2 index points.
Hence, on average and on median, the trades executed do not yield profits
that are ahle to recover trading cost. With respect to different durations,
trades that are executed after the first 5 minutes of trading signals yield
only below trading cost profits. Nevertheless, there are 19 cases in the
first 5 minutes of mispricing ahle to yield an average of 31.43 index points
of profit. The long hedge strategy in Tahle VII is more unattractive than
the corresponding short hedge strategy.
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3 (33.33) [6.7954]

3 (33.33) [25.1943]

TABLE VII

Descriptive Statistics for Arbitrage Profits (Points) Using Ex Ante Tests with
23.2 Points as the Mispricing Criteria (Trading Signal)

Panel (A): Short Hedge Strategy (Short Futures, Long Call and Short Put)
Overall 1993 1994

N (%) [Mean] N (%) [Mean] N (%) [Mean]
No. of observations 44 9 35

Time interval subsequent
to the mispricing:

duration s 5 min
5 min < duration £

10 min
10 min < duration s

15 min
15 min < duration <

30 min
duration > 30 min

Profits in points:
profit < 23.2 points
23.2 points £ profit

< 33.2 points
profit > 33.2 points

Profit summary statistics:
Median
Mean
f-vaiue
S.D.
Max
Min

19 (43.18) [31.4270]

6 (13.64) [7.0898]

1 (2.27) [25.3904]

4 (9.09) [6.0587]
14 (31.82) [8.4607]

25 (56.82) [0.4792]
6 (13.64) [27.5617]

13 (29.55) [48.4906]

14.2081
18.3574
4.82**
25.29
86.918
-30.648

1 (11.11) [5.3205]
2 (22.22) [18.648]

6 (66.67) [6.3151]

1 (11.11) [30.1637]

2 (22.22) [35.2657]

17.1581
15.3984
2.88**
16.0655
35.3677
-4.9576

16 (45.71) [36.0454]

3 (8.57) [-11.0146]

I (2.86) [25.3904]

3 (8.57) [6.3048]
12 (34.29) [6.7628]

19 (54.29) [-1.3637]
5 (14.29) [27.0413]

II (31.43) [50.8951]

13.3206
19.1183
4.14**
27.2991
86.918
-30.648

Panel (B): Long Hedge Strategy (Long Futures, Short Call and Long Put)
Overall 1993

N (%) [Mean] N (%) [Mean]
No. of observations 44 16

Time interval subsequent
to the mispricing:

duration s 5 min 15 (34.09) [11.4256] 5 (31.25) [4.6886]
5 min < duration s

10 min
10 min < duration £

15 min
15 min < duration <

30 min
duration > 30 min

Profits in points:
profit < 23.2 points
23.2 points < profit

£ 33.2 points
profit > 33.2 points

15 (34.09) [11.4256]

1 (2.27) [-5.0475]

1 (2.27) [1.8825]

5 (11.36) [15.7454]
22 (50.00) [8.7890]

33 (75.00) [2.4993]
7 (15.91) [25.8378]

4 (9.09) [44.2403]

1 (6.25) [1.8825]

3 (18.75) [27.9095]
7 (43.75) [1.3034]

13 (81.25) [2.1503]
2 (12.5) [25.0692]

1 (6.25) [40.0857]

1994
N (%) [Mean]

28

10 (35.71) [14.7941]

1 (3.57) [-5.0475]

2 (7.14) [-2.5008]
15 (53.57) [12.2822]

20 (71.43) [2.7262]
5 (17.86) [26.1453]

3 (10.71) [45.6252]
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TABLE VII (Continued)

Descriptive Statistics for Arbitrage Profits (Points) Using Ex Ante Tests with
23.2 Points as the Mispricing Criteria (Trading Signal)

Panel (A): Short Hedge

No. of observations

Profit summary statistics:
Median
Mean
t-value

S.D.
Max
Min

Strategy (Short Futures,
Overall

N (%) [Mean]
44

5.4419
10.0069
3.8558"
17.2151
50.1383
-14.8921

Long Call and Short Put)
1993

N (%) [Mean]
9

5.1281
7.3861
1.88*
15.7239
40.0857
-14.8921

1994
N (%) [Mean]

35

7.94305
11.5045
3.36"
18.1170
50.1383
-14.8625

Notes: (-values are for the null hypothesis that the mean profit (in points) is equal to zero. The numbers in parentheses are
the peroentages of observations that fall into the various profit ranges. The numbers in square brackets are the mean values
of the profits in points.
•'Significantly different from zero at the 1 % level.

Generally, the results in Tahle VII suggest that although the mean
and median profits are positive and statistically significantly different
from zero, they are not attractive once the trading cost is considered.
Nevertheless, there are some cost-adjusted profitable trades with the
short hedge strategies within the first 5 minutes of mispricing. If trades
are executed within the first 5 minutes after the mispricing signal, there
are 7 out of 17 trades in excess of 23.2 points in (Table VII, Panel A).
However, these profitable trades are not economical. This is because the
frequency of such profitable mispricing opportunities is so low that it is
difficult to justify hiring investment professionals to specialize in such
activities. The results of ex ante tests for traders who use 33.2 index points
as the trading signal are similar to those of Table VII. To conserve space,
the findings of using 33.2 index points as the trading signal are not re-
ported here.'*

CONCLUSION
This study investigates the joint pricing efficiency ofthe Hong Kong Hang
Seng index futures and index options markets. By using 853 transaction

''There are 20 cases of mispricing that exceed the 33.2 index points out of a total 853 ohservations.
The mean and median ex ante profits are approximately 25.23 and 22.45 index points, respectively,
for the overall short hedge sample. The trades do not yield a profit that recovers the trading cost of
33.2 index points. With respect to the time interval suhsequent to the mispricing, it seems that trades
executed within the first 5 minutes of mispricing yield hetter results with an average of 36.55 index
points profit. These results are availahle from the authors upon request.
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triplets involving futures, call, and put contracts matched within a 1-
minute interval in 1993 and 1994, it is found that 91.44% of all trans-
actions do not earn enough ex post profits to justify arhitrage trading when
a total cost of 33.2 points is assumed. The sample is divided further hy
trading strategy, and it is found that a long hedge strategy results in hetter
arhitrage opportunities than short hedge strategy. The regression results
also show that, on average, no arhitrage profit is found in the total sample
or in the suhsamples hy year and hy strategy. Finally, ex ante tests are
conducted with 23.2 and 33.2 points as trading signals. The average profit
is found to he less than the trading costs. Hence, trading hased on such
mispricing strategies are not practically attractive. This study suggests
that the index futures and index options markets in Hong Kong are prac-
tically efficient during the 1993-1994 sample period. This result supports
the work of Lee and Nayer (1993), who found that arhitrage using index
options and futures cannot generate ahnormal profits. Because Lee and
Nayer examined U.S. data, whereas this article analyzes Hong Kong data,
this study concludes that the result of no arhitrage is rohust across dif-
ferent markets.
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